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This article examines migration controls by state governments in the antebellum period in the United States.

Focusing on policies of New York and Virginia, it discusses 1) continuities of migration controls since the colonial

period; 2) significance of states’ rights in the history of US immigration; 3) two aspects of migration controls by

state governments: immigration controls and restrictions on internal migration of slaves and free blacks; 4) regional

differences between the North, the West and the South. The South, because of slavery and low wages, remained

an area of a limited number of immigrants, contrary to the prevailing myth of the United States as a country of

immigration. The South was also an advocate of states’ rights. It was only after a curtailment of states’ rights during

and after the Civil War that federal laws started enacting immigration restriction laws.
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