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Junko UMEMOTO. Under Western Female Eyes: Images of Japanese Women in the Meiji Period. Studies in
International Relations Vol. 33, No. 2. February 2013. pp. 23 — 33.

After the Meiji Restoration the number of Western women visiting Japan increased. Some were missionaries

and educators invited by the Japanese government, others accompanied family members on visits to Japan. In this

article I discuss the works of three such women: Julia D. Carrothers, a missionary’s wife; Alice M. Bacon, the

teacher invited by Umeko Tsuda; and Isabella L. Bird, the adventurous traveler. Their impressions on a variety of

Japanese women were recorded in the books they wrote, and they held similar opinions on topics such as marriage,

home, children, education and male-female relationships. Occasionally, all three appear prejudiced due to a confidence

in Western civilization. But their writings also show that they began to question the assumption that to civilize

means to impose an Anglo-Christian culture on those they encountered.
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