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Sardinia in Sardu (Sardegna in Italian) is the second-largest island in the Mediterranean Sea after Sicily. The
island is one of the five Italian autonomous regions. Its original inhabitants were an ancient pre-Roman culture.
The population of the Island is approximately a 1.6 million. Sardinia is often said to be the island with no mafia.
Why so? This question is dealt with by Giuseppe Arlatti in his book entitled Perche non c’e la Mafia in Sardegna.
I am of the opinion that the reason why no mafia exists in Sardinia is connected with the existence of Il codice
barbaricino (The code of barbaricino or Barbagia’s code) and s’imbiatu (gift-sending) system. Il codice barbaricino
is a behavioral code based on unwritten social rules common to a few provinces in central Sardinia or Barbagia.
These two topics dealt with here are lagerly unknown not only in the West outside Italy,but also in Japan. The
purpose of this paper is to examine the indigeniousness of these two archaic customary laws or rules with the aim
to present a side of the deep-rooted legal mentality in Sardinian pastoral society,and to demonstrate how the
customary laws have had more impact upon the lives of Sardinian pastoral people than the national laws. The study
is done on the basis on analytical and critical method.
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