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These days we frequently witness people’s protest activities against corrupt acts of government officials in

China. Since 2008, food contamination cases have increased at a great rate and now the problem has became one

of major causes of popular discontent. On the other hand, those who belong to politically privileged class enjoy

excellent food due to the special supply system, and accordingly, they are never eager to improve the situation

resulting from the food-safety problems. The author argues that this flaw in the system is negatively affecting

people’s well-being — in other words, the political structure does violence to its own people. Sometimes, many

people participated in radical protest movements in order to call for the improvement of food-safety. Thus, “structural

violence” is often turning out to be “direct violence,” resulting in further destabilization of society.
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