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The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons (1973)
provides the jurisdiction with dual structure, the same as the Hague Convention for the Suppression of the Unlawful
Seizure of Aircraft (1970), which establishes the primary compulsory jurisdiction of the States that have the direct
concern to the offense and the subsidiary jurisdiction of the State in whose territory the alleged offender was found.
However, the draft convention prepared by the International Law Commission (ILC) included the jurisdictional
provision which obliges all the Member States to establish their jurisdictions over the offense, which means “the
absolute universal jurisdiction.”

This paper aims to clarify why this ILC’s draft article was rejected and the dual jurisdiction was adopted, by
examining the drafting process of jurisdictional provision recorded in primary documents of ILC and the Sixth
Committee of the UN General Assembly.

The analysis found that the absolute universal jurisdiction was rejected on the basis that the State which has
the jurisdiction over the offense ought to have connections with the offense, and that the offense towards the

internationally protected persons was not deemed as a crime over which the absolute universal jurisdiction was

required.
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