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The number of illegal immigrants reached 11.5 million in the United States in January 2011, according to
statistics by the Department of Homeland Security. Irritated by the high-level of unemployment amid the “Great
Recession” and the lack of effective immigration enforcement actions by the Federal Government, state legislatures
have enacted strict immigration laws recently.

The Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhoods Act (S.B.1070), which passed the Arizona
legislature in April 2010, was the first of recent anti-illegal immigration measures at the state level. S.B. 1070 has
raised a wide range of criticism such as a violation of federal rights, the first, the fourth, and the 14™ amendments
of the U.S. Constitution. The Department of Justice took the case to the U.S. District Court which blocked four
provisions of S.B. 1070. Arizona Governor Janice Brewer appealed to the Ninth Circuit Court and later to the

Supreme Court of the United States, which handed down its decision on June 25, 2012.

This article examines the case of S.B. 1070 and its historical background.
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