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Yoko KATo0. Arizona’s S.B.1070 and Illegal Immigration Controls in the United States: Its Historical Background.
Studies in International Relations Vol. 33, No. 1. October 2012. pp. 1 — 15.

The number of illegal immigrants reached 11.5 million in the United States in January 2011, according to
statistics by the Department of Homeland Security. Irritated by the high-level of unemployment amid the “Great
Recession” and the lack of effective immigration enforcement actions by the Federal Government, state legislatures
have enacted strict immigration laws recently.

The Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhoods Act (S.B.1070), which passed the Arizona
legislature in April 2010, was the first of recent anti-illegal immigration measures at the state level. S.B. 1070 has
raised a wide range of criticism such as a violation of federal rights, the first, the fourth, and the 14™ amendments
of the U.S. Constitution. The Department of Justice took the case to the U.S. District Court which blocked four
provisions of S.B. 1070. Arizona Governor Janice Brewer appealed to the Ninth Circuit Court and later to the

Supreme Court of the United States, which handed down its decision on June 25, 2012.

This article examines the case of S.B. 1070 and its historical background.
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The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons (1973)
provides the jurisdiction with dual structure, the same as the Hague Convention for the Suppression of the Unlawful
Seizure of Aircraft (1970), which establishes the primary compulsory jurisdiction of the States that have the direct
concern to the offense and the subsidiary jurisdiction of the State in whose territory the alleged offender was found.
However, the draft convention prepared by the International Law Commission (ILC) included the jurisdictional
provision which obliges all the Member States to establish their jurisdictions over the offense, which means “the
absolute universal jurisdiction.”

This paper aims to clarify why this ILC’s draft article was rejected and the dual jurisdiction was adopted, by
examining the drafting process of jurisdictional provision recorded in primary documents of ILC and the Sixth
Committee of the UN General Assembly.

The analysis found that the absolute universal jurisdiction was rejected on the basis that the State which has
the jurisdiction over the offense ought to have connections with the offense, and that the offense towards the

internationally protected persons was not deemed as a crime over which the absolute universal jurisdiction was

required.
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Du Zhen. Food-Safety Problem in China and Special Supply System. Studies in International Relations Vol. 33,

No. 1. October 2012. pp. 27 — 34.

These days we frequently witness people’s protest activities against corrupt acts of government officials in

China. Since 2008, food contamination cases have increased at a great rate and now the problem has became one

of major causes of popular discontent. On the other hand, those who belong to politically privileged class enjoy

excellent food due to the special supply system, and accordingly, they are never eager to improve the situation

resulting from the food-safety problems. The author argues that this flaw in the system is negatively affecting

people’s well-being — in other words, the political structure does violence to its own people. Sometimes, many

people participated in radical protest movements in order to call for the improvement of food-safety. Thus, “structural

violence” is often turning out to be “direct violence,” resulting in further destabilization of society.
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Chikako Aokl Effectiveness of Social Capital Through Microfinance in Nepal. Studies in International Relations
Vol. 33, No. 1. October 2012. pp. 35 — 43.

In Nepal, the disadvantage groups, including particularly the Dalits, the impure and untouchable and the lowest
group in social hierarchy according to the Hindu (religion) Caste System and the women in general are yet denied
access to basic services such as education, employment, and politics at all levels. In such circumstances, the poor
women in Nepal have started activities to build a self-helping organization and becoming members in a participatory
type of development, so that they can climb out of poverty with their own hands. Activities utilizing a small amount
financial system called microfinance (MF) have been effective in improving income by starting businesses with
small loans or as loans for ceremonial occasions, illness, natural disasters or unforeseeable accidents.

The concept of social capital (SC) is getting more important in social development programs. The paper, which
is based on the field surveys conducted by interviews in 2009 through 2011, analyses the effectiveness of social
capital with specific reference to MF program.

The study concludes that MF program has created a SC which has empowering effects such as their participation
in community work, awareness building, capacity building, and decision making on women’s group of the Dalits.
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i) DIERER & € DE 5
— Vitti na crozza supra nu cannuni (¥ Y 7), Davaja Marina meitinai mizipu (7 b7 4 7),
Joporoii [nnrrow (a7 ) O320DHEFIRT &

PGB E A DM EIF & LT DA £ ) 7 FED Quelli erano giorni (BEXK-7:HA) —

i ¥R R

Toshiyasu Ismtwrarl. How and Why the original Lyrics have been changed in other Languages:Analytical Studies
of Sicilian Song “Vitti na crozza supra nu cannuni”, Latvian Song “Davaja Marina meitinai mazinu” and Russian

Song “/loporosi [lnurbor”. Studies in International Relations Vol. 33, No. 1. October 2012. pp. 45 — 54.

The song which move people’s heart in a country often become popular in other countries. The song is borderless.
However, the change of original meaning of lyrics are taken place when a song concerned goes over the border.
This paper aims at analyzing the matter such as how and why the original lyrics of well-known songs have been
changed in other foreign languages, taking up three famous foreign songs, i.e.Sicilian song “ Vitti na crozza supra

nu cannuni”, Latvian song “Davaja Marina meitinai mazinu” and Russian song “/[loporoit [anaroro”. The

method of study is based on theoretical and fact-finding approach.
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[13 A . 2
Vitti na crozza supra nu cannuni

Vitti 'na crozza supra nu cannuni,
fui curiusu e ci vosi spiari.
Idda m’arrispunniu ocu gran duluri,

muriri senza toccu di campani’.

Sinneru, sinnieru li me anni,
sinneru, sinnieru e ’un sacciu unni.
Ora ’ca su’ arrivati a ottant’anni,

u vivu chiama mortu u’ e "un ’arrispunni.

Cunzatemi, cunzatemi stu’ lettu,
cca di li vermi su’ manciatu tuttu.
Si nun lu scuntu ’cca’ lu me picattu,

lu scunta a chidda vita a sangu ruttu.

Idda m’arrispunniu ’occ grand duluri,

muriri senza toccu di campani’.
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“Davaja Marina meitinai muZinu”

Kad bérniba, bérniba

Kan tika pari nodarits,

Es pasteidzos, pasteidozos
Tad mati uzmeklet tulit,
Lai iekertos, iekertos

Ar rokam vinas prieksauta,
Un mate man, mate man

Tad pasméjusies teica ta:

(Piedziedajums)

Davaja, davaja Marina

Meitenei, meitenei, meitenei miazinu,
Aizmirsa, aizmirsa, aizmirsa iedot vien

meitenei, meitenei, meitenei laimiti.

Ta gaja laiks, gaja laiks,

Un nu jau mates lidzas nav.

ien pasai man, pasai man

Ar visu jatiek gala jau.

Bet brizos tais, brizos tais,

Kad sirds smeldz sapju rignuma,
Es pati sev, patisev

Tad pasméjusies saku ta:

(Piedziedajums)

Ka aizmirsies, aizmirsies
Man viss jau dienu rpestos!
Lidz, piepesi, piepesi

No parsteiguma satriikstos,
Jo dzirdu es, dzirdu es,

Ka pati sava nodaba

Cukst klusinam, klusinam

Jau mana meita smaidot ta:

(Piedziedajums)
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Exanu Ha Tpoiike ¢ 6ybe-HUamy,

A BOasay MeJIbKaJau OTOH-bKU

IX, Korjga O6bl MHE Telepb 3a BAMMU.
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B manws pomHyo HOBBIMU

Oy TsIMU

Hawm orHBIHE exaTh cyskae-HO!
exaJii Ha Tpolike ¢ Oybe-HUuamy,

Ila Tenmepb mpoexajau gas-HO!
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“Quelli erano giorni”

C’era una volta una strada

Un buon vento mi porta laggiu
E se la memoria non m’inganna
All’amgola ti prese in tassi tu
Quelli erano giorni si

Erano giorni tu

Al mondo no, non chiedere di piu
Noi ballavamo uo po

E senza musica

Nel nostro cuore

C’era molto piu

Lalala

Poi si sa col tempo anche le rose
Un matino non fioriscon piu

E cosi andarono le cose

Il buon vento non soffio mai piu
Quelli erano giorni si

Erano giorni e tu

Al mondo no, non chiedere di piu
E ripensandoci

Mi viene un oro qui

E se lo canto

Questo non vuol dire

Lalala

Oggi son tornata in quella strada

Un buon ricordo mi ha porta la

Eri ensieme a un gruppa di personne

E racontavi “cari amici miei”
Quelli erano giorni si

Erano giorni e tu

Al mondo no, non chiedere di piu
Noi ballavamo uo po

E senza musica

Di la passava la nostra gioventu
Lalala
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Introduction

In Japan, there have been many movements related to English education. From April 2011, English was
introduced in elementary schools and from April 2013, English classes in high schools throughout Japan will
be taught primarily in English. These movements have caused many lively discussions related to the effects
of introducing English at an early stage as well as teaching English in English these days.

Currently, there are more non-native speakers (NNSs) of English than native speakers (NSs) all over the
world. Some of the NNSs use English as a second language, others such as Japanese people use English as a
foreign language. Moreover, the ideas of English as an International Language (EIL) and/or World Englishes
(WE) are gaining popularity and being debated in the English academic world; however, how do the general
public, such as parents who have their children in pre-schools, regard the “ideal teachers of English”?

From the research of both Canagarajah (1999) and McKay (2002), we can safely assume that nowadays
80 percent of English language teaching professionals worldwide are bilingual users of English. According to
Carter (2003), 80 percent of NNS do not necessarily follow the Anglo-American way of language use. In
addition, Cook (2003) points out that just being a NS does not guarantee proficiency in writing, rich vocabulary,
range of styles, and ability of cross-cultural communication.

English is now used all over the world, and there have been various terms which describe the status-quo
of English, including EIL (Smith, 1976), English as a Global Language (Crystal, 2003), and English as a Lingua
Franca (ELF) (Jenkins, 2003). Unlike the traditional view of English as a language which only belongs to NSs
of English, these ideas involve NNSs interacting in English both with NSs and other NNSs.
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Research Questions

The study was to find answers to the following questions:

1- Does the gender of the parents of children in pre-schools affect the ideas of English education?

2- Does the language proficiency of the parents of children in pre-schools affect the ideas of English education?
3- Does the “NS myth” still exist i.e., how many of the parents believe that NSs are better instructors compared
to Japanese teachers of English?

3.1- If they think NSs are better, what kinds of qualifications do they expect the teachers to have?

3.2- If they think Japanese teachers are better, what kinds of qualifications do they expect the teachers to

have?

Methodology

Participants of the study included 448 persons (198 males and 250 females). The author visited two pre-
schools (one in Tokyo; the other one in Saitama) and talked to most of the homeroom teachers about the
research purposes of the questionnaire (see the Appendix). There, the author distributed a questionnaire and
interviewed some of the parents. Later, in a PTA meeting the questionnaire was distributed to the participants
to affirm their views towards the English teachers and education. Since most of the participants were Japanese
people, the instructions and questionnaire were given in Japanese. In addition, the author took the respondents’
English proficiency into consideration’.

After the author evaluated the data closely, the author found the following: Tables 1-1 and 1-2 below

indicate the number of respondents who wrote their ideal teachers of English for their children.

Table 1-1 Male parents’ opinions of their ideal teachers of English

Japanese 11% (21)
NS 87% (172)
Both 2% (5)

Table 1-2 Female parents’ opinions of their ideal teachers of English

Japanese 13% (33)
NS 85% (213)
Both 2% (4)

As the Tables 1-1 and 1-2 show, most of the respondents believed that the NSs are better teachers. Even
if the respondents could have chosen the answer “both Japanese and English teachers”, only a small number
of respondents (2 percent, respectively) chose “both Japanese and English teachers” as the answer. Instead,

more than 85 percent of both the mothers and fathers preferred NSs as their children’s instructors.

In this study, the author divided the respondents’ level into three sections (low, middle and high levels)
to know whether the respondents’ English proficiency affected their ideas or not. Respondents who chose Low
Beginner, High Beginner and Pre-Intermediate were categorized into Low. In CEFR?, people in this group are

considered Al. Respondents who chose Intermediate and Pre-Advanced were categorized into Middle. In
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CEFR, they are in A2 and B1. And respondents who chose Advanced, Very Advanced and Near Native Speaker’
were classified into High. In CEFR, they are in B2, C1 and C2, respectively. The following table (Table 2)

displays the information.

Table 2 Level-based data of the respondents

Male Female

Low 58% (115) 49% (123)
Middle | 23% (45) 33% (83)
High 19% (38) 18% (44)

Status-quo of the English education towards pre-school students

Before concentrating on the details of the respondents, the author will address the English educational
background of the pre-school students. Two questions were asked for this purpose: Q1 “Besides the pre-school,
have your children already started to learn English?” and Q2-1 “To those who answered “Yes” to Q1, who is
your children’s teacher?”, and Q2-2 “To those who answered “No” to Q2, when should they start to learn
English?”

Table 3 English educational background of the children
32% (144)
68% (304)

Have already started to learn English

Not yet

As Table 3 shows, approximately one-third of the respondents have already given opportunities to their
children to learn English. Analyzing what kinds of methods to be used, the author found the following; using
DVD materials, reading books, hiring an English NS as a tutor and sending the children to a language school.
On the other hand, there were about 70 percent of the respondents who had not given any opportunities to
their children to familiarize themselves with English. For these respondents (304 people; 125 men and 179
women) the author asked a further question about the appropriate time to start to learn English. Gender-wise,
there could be found a difference. Therefore, the author separated the data based on the respondents’ gender

below.

Table 4-1 Male parents’ ideas about when to start learning English

No specific start date 42% (52) Right after entering elementary school 18% (23)
Sometime from 1st to 2nd grade 10% (13) Sometime from 3rd to 4th grade 16% (20)
Sometime from 5th to 6th grade 14% (17)

Table 4-2 Female parents’ ideas about when to start learning English

No specific start date 39% (69) Right after entering elementary school 38% (68)
Sometime from 1st to 2nd grade 16% (30) Sometime from 3rd to 4th grade 2% (3)
Sometime from 5th to 6th grade 5% (9)
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Tables 4-1 and 4-2 show male parents in agreement with the government at around 14 percent and female
around 5 percent. Furthermore, male parents (about 28 percent) in agreement with right after entering elementary
schools and first and second grades. On the other hand, female showed 54 percent in agreement with right

after entering elementary schools and first and second grades.

Ideal English teacher

Based on Table 2 above, the author focused on the attitudes of the parents towards the preferred English

instructor. Tables 5-1, 5-2 and 5-3 analyze the data more closely.

Table 5-1 Low level group’s opinions about their ideal teachers

Japanese NS
Male 11% (12) 89% (101)
Female | 19% (23) 81% (98)
Total 15% (35) 85% (199)

Table 5-2 Middle level group’s opinions about their ideal teachers

Japanese NS
Male 10% (4) 90% (38)
Female | 12% (10) 88% (71)
Total 11% (14) 89% (109)

Table 5-3 High level group’s opinions about their ideal teachers

Japanese NS
Male 13% (5) 87% (33)
Female 0% (0) 100% (44)
Total 6% (5) 94% (77)

As the Tables 5-1, 5-2, and 5-3 indicate, over 85 percent of the respondents, no matter how proficient
English speakers they are, believed that they wanted their children to be taught by NSs. However, compared
to the other two groups, it is possible to say that the respondents in the low level group tend to have an additional
preference for Japanese instructors.

Moreover, as Table 5-3 clearly shows, none of the female respondents that are categorized into high level
English speakers supported Japanese teachers. It is unclear as to why they believed that way, but from here,
the author wants to talk about NS fallacies and see what kinds of characteristics that they ask the native English

speaking teachers to have and then move onto the ideas of people who prefer Japanese teachers.

Native speaker fallacies

Phillipson (1992, p. 185) refers to unethical treatment of qualified non-native English speaking teachers
as a result of the ‘native speaker fallacy’: a prevalent assumption that ‘the ideal teacher of English is a NS’.

Using the NS as a benchmark for teaching employment in this way can cause non-native English speaking
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teachers to suffer from the ‘I-am-not-a-native-speaker’ (Suarez, 2000).

As of 1994, Widdowson wrote, “English is not a possession which native speakers lease out to others,
while still retaining a freehold. Other people actually own it.” (Widdowson, 1994, p. 385). Likewise, Norton
(1997, p. 427) wrote, “English belongs to all people who speak it, whether native and non-native, whether
ESL or EFL, whether standard or non-standard”. Therefore, the idea of attaining English NSs’ proficiency as
the final goal is not novel. However, whether this idea is accepted or not among Japanese people is a different
issue. As the research above shows, most pre-school children’s parents still believe that NSs are more ideal

teachers.

Based on the research, the author will introduce the characteristics that the respondents require native
English speaking teachers to have. Once again, 385 out of 448 respondents were for NSs of English. Table 6
is the result of “ideal” NSs. For this question, since multiple answers were possible, I only show the percentile

of their answers.

Table 6 Your “ldeal” NS (overall)

male | female
who have knowledge of teaching English 38% 54%
who speak and understand Japanese 29% 47%
who speak and understand a little Japanese 26% 37%
who cannot speak and/or understand much Japanese 22% 5%

Comparing the male responses to those of females’, there is a big discrepancy between their ideas. Both
men and women thought having knowledge of teaching English was the primary requirement. Even so, compared
to the women’s response, less than half of the male respondents regarded it as an essential requirement.

As for the NS’s Japanese language proficiency, women tended to think it was better for the teachers to
have some Japanese proficiency. On the other hand, 22 percent of the male respondents thought it was better
to be taught by NSs who cannot speak and/or understand much Japanese.

About one fifth of the male parents’ rigid opinions showed that NSs do not need Japanese proficiency,
whereas only 5 percent of females were unsupportive of NSs who cannot speak and/or understand Japanese.

Referring to Table 5-3, all of the high level female English speakers reckoned that NSs were better teachers;

therefore, the author will extract the high level female speakers’ responses from Table 6 below (Table 6-1).

Table 6-1 High level female respondents’ “Ideal” NS

female
who have knowledge of teaching English 79%
who speak and understand Japanese 27%
who speak and understand a little Japanese 33%
who cannot speak and/or understand much Japanese 6%

The higher the proficiency level and/or knowledge of teaching English, the higher the percentage, for
example, 54 percent of female respondents in Table 6 supported NSs who have knowledge of English Education

and 79 percent in Table 6-1 were for those who have knowledge of teaching English.
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Here, the author wants to take a close look at the reasons the respondents thought NSs were better

instructors. This question allowed respondents to check more than one answer. Table 7 indicates the details.

Table 7 Reasons to believe NSs are better

male female

NSs’ language proficiency level is high 11% 17%

NSs’ pronunciation is perfect 44% 59%

NSs teach better 6% 4%

Learners will get used to English through talking to NSs 65% 62%
Learners will get used to talking to non-Japanese 46% 62%

I believe somehow NSs are better 2% 1%

As Table 7 shows, both male and female considered NSs to be people with perfect pronunciation. What
is this supposed to mean? We should bear in mind that merely being a NS of English does not guarantee that
he or she is a qualified teacher. Yet, as this result shows that pronunciation is one of the concerns that Japanese
parents put an emphasis on. And to improve the pronunciation, they strongly believe that NSs are required.
However, what kind of NSs do they have in mind? Are NSs indisputably well in pronunciation? Even if they
use the phrase “standard English”, what kind of English do they mean by that? Is General American better
than Received Pronunciation or the other way round?

Furthermore, when thinking about learners” mother tongue, in this case Japanese, some sounds are not
easy to acquire, such as [th], [f], and [v]. Hence the NSs who do not know about the problems that the learners
may come across cannot convey the skills successfully. Moreover, being a NS does not mean that they have
the competency to impart the skills in others. However, not so many respondents (less than 20 percent and
10 percent, respectively) expected much about NS’s language proficiency and teaching itself. In other words,
most of them thought pronunciation was the most important feature for their children to acquire and to improve

the pronunciation, NSs are the best teachers.

Japanese teachers of English

Before conducting this research, there was assumption that to some extent some parents thought it was
better to have Japanese teachers especially for the beginner learners such as their pre-school children because
the children can ask questions in Japanese. However, this impression turned out to be wrong. The language

proficiency of the respondents did not necessarily alter their ideas of choosing their ideal teachers of English.

Medgyes (1996, p. 436) lists six general pedagogical advantages exhibited by Non-native English speaking
teachers. Namely, “they can: provide a [successful] foreign language learner model; teach language-learning
strategies more effectively; supply more information about the English language; better anticipate and prevent
language difficulties; be more sensitive to their students; benefit from their ability to use the students’ mother

tongue”.

Now in this section, let me summarize the ideas of those who chose Japanese teachers of English (54

people) as ideal. When conducting this research, as a precondition, I had already written, “the Japanese



Native Speaker Myths: What Pre-School Students’ Parents Think about English Education in Japan (Hideyuki Kumakr) 61
teachers who have knowledge of teaching English (TESOL/TEFL)” on the questionnaire.

Table 8 Your “Ideal” Japanese Teachers of English (overall)

male | female
who have near NSs’ English proficiency 40% 47%
who are very advanced speakers of English 33% 36%
who are advanced speakers of English 27% 17%
who are pre-advanced speakers of English 0% 0%
who are intermediate speakers of English 0% 0%
English proficiency is not fully required 0% 0%

As Table 8 obviously shows, even though among the respondents who chose Japanese teachers of English
as ideal, their expectations for the teachers were extremely high. More than 40 percent of both male and female

respondents required near English NSs’ language proficiency, which is sadly enough far from the reality.

Concerning the reasons they preferred Japanese teachers to NSs, their opinions were as follows (Table

9). For this question, multiple answers were possible.

Table 9 Reasons to believe Japanese teachers are better

male | female
My child has not spoken to NSs in English competently yet. 32% 53%
NSs cannot fully understand my child. 4% 7%
Japanese teachers can understand my child’s problems more easily and sympathize with them. | 24% 40%
Japanese teachers can explain the English grammar. 12% 20%
Somehow I feel relieved to be taught by Japanese teachers. 20% 33%

To elaborate, the author wants to look at the first point, “my child has not spoken to NSs in English
competently yet”. From this comment, it is possible to say that some parents believed that their children needed
to be a competent English speaker to talk to NSs. However, most children have not been exposed to any English
at this early stage unless they have been introduced to NSs via some language institutions such as international
schools.

Also, in reality, many Japanese teachers of English are not confident enough to teach English in English
because they tend to compare themselves to NSs of English. But at the same time, Japanese teachers of English
do have some advantages such as they are in a better position in a sense that they share the Japanese culture

and are able to bridge the gap between English and Japanese languages.

Conclusion

Phillipson (1996) considers Non-native English speaking teachers (NNESTSs) to be potentially the ideal
ESL teachers because they have gone through the process of acquiring English as an additional language. They
have first-hand experience in learning and using a second language, and their personal experience has sensitized

them to the linguistic and cultural needs of their students. Many NNESTS, especially those who have the same
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first language as their students, have developed a keen awareness of the differences between English and their
students’ mother tongue. This sensitivity gives them the ability to anticipate their students’ linguistic problems.

We are able to assume that many learners in the world learn English to communicate not with NSs of
English but with other NNSs. In that sense, even if “standardized English” exists, the existence of many
varieties of English cannot be denied. Although most respondents still believe that no matter what kind of
dialect they speak and/or what kind of educational background they have, NSs are better English teachers,
the needs of learners will definitely be changed in the future. Learning iconic American or British culture is
not the only option, but they also need to talk about their own culture. Therefore, NSs are equally important
teachers as NNSs, both having their strengths and weaknesses. A native English speaking teacher is not

necessarily superior anymore only because of being a NS.
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Appendix: Questionnaire about the English Education in Japan (omitting some details)
0-1. Your Gender O Male O Female
0-4. Your English proficiency

O Low Beginner {(STEP 5th grade ) O High Beginner { STEP 4th grade )
O Pre-intermediate ( STEP 3rd grade ) O Intermediate { STEP Pre-2nd grade)
O Pre-advanced { STEP 2nd grade) O Advanced (STEP Pre-1st grade )

O Very Advanced { STEP 1st grade) O Near NS
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2. Besides pre-school, my children have already started to learn English. O Yes O No
2-1. To those who answered “Yes” to statement 2, who is your children’s teacher?
O Japanese O NS O Non-Japanese whose mother tongue is not English
2-2. To those who answered “No” to statement 2, when should they start to learn English?
O Right after they enter elementary school O From 1st to 2nd grade
O From 3rd to 4th grade O From 5th to 6th grade
O Haven’t decided yet
3. Do you want your children to be taught English by an NS of English? O Yes O No
3-1. To those who answered “Yes” to Q 3, who is your “Ideal” NS
3-1-1. To those who answered “Yes” to Q 3, why do you want an NS as a teacher?
3-2. To those who answered “No” to Q 3, who is your “Ideal” Japanese teacher?

3-2-1. To those who answered “No” to Q 3, why do you prefer Japanese teachers to NS?

Traditionally, Japanese people tend to express their views in a modest way. Therefore, when they wrote their own language
proficiency, there might be some possibilities that some of the respondents lower their English proficiency than what it actually
is.

CEFR stands for Common European Framework of Reference for Languages.

Unfortunately, none of the respondents chose Near Native Speaker which is C2 in CEFR in this research.
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(1) Introduction

Many Japanese ESL learners find it difficult to use English as a communicative tool. This is not uncommon
for university students, even though they are required to start lessons in fifth grade. Classes are too teacher-
centered and focus mainly on presentation and practice, with little time allocated to production and student-
centered activities. This paper reports on the results of a survey exploring students’ perception of a news task-
based activity that requires student production in English, focusing on speaking skills. This paper will first
review related literature, then explains what the activity is, followed by the methodology of the questionnaire,

the results, and finally a discussion of these results.

(2) Background

The topic of the research is an analysis of spoken interaction, one that looks at the effects of content-based
learning on the ESL (English as a Second Language) learners’ conversational abilities. The primary reason for
wanting to undertake this research is to understand whether content-based learning is a viable tool to assist
ESL/EAP (English for Academic Purposes) students’ conversational language competence, one that will

adequately support them in their academic studies.

Most of the research and literature on EAP is concerned with academic writing and reading and their importance
in EAP curricula development. Very few (Burger and Chretien, 2001) involve academic discussion or conversation.
This plays a large part of what international students do within their undergraduate or postgraduate studies,
especially in class tutorials. If content-based learning facilitates important aspects of conversation this also has
ramifications for testing, for example the IELTS (International English Language Testing System) exam, which

uses general topics in the interview exam and possibly hinders or disadvantages students wanting to enter into
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a foreign Anglo-phone speaking university. Moore and Morton (2005) found this problem between the writing
styles required at university and that in the IELTS writing exam. This they feel inadequately disadvantages

students trying to enter university as a foreign student; this could be the same for the speaking component.

A closely related study is Burger and Chretien (2001) who argue that receptive and productive skills are closely
related; the improvement in the former enhances the latter. Their study concluded that through the use of
written and oral practices from the exposure of the target language in readings and lectures oral proficiency
gains were made. Obviously, exposure of language over a long period of time, 8 months of classes in Burger
and Chretien (2001) case, language proficiency will increase. My argument is whether content-based learning
facilitates both content specific and general topic conversations. And if there is a difference, what precisely
does content-based learning facilitate. It would also be interesting to know what students’ perceptions of

content-based learning are on their speaking ability.

Unfortunately this study does not have strong links to existing research, the majority of interaction within the
classroom is between teacher and students (Dashwood and Woods, 2006; Jalilifar and Shooshtari, 2011). As
mentioned before little has been done on verbal communication and its need in EAP programs, most literature
relies heavily on writing, reading and online discussions (Southard and Bates, 2006; August, 2004; Bauer et

al, 2010 ).

(3) The Activity

For homework each week students were expected to listen to or read (depending on whether their class was
listening or reading) one news item. A class activity involving every member was conducted weekly. Topics
were expected to be “academic”, for example international or national news (political, business, social, historical

etc.). The following websites were recommended:

* bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learnenglish/
¢ bbc.co.uk/

e cnn.com/

* www.voanews.com/specialenglish/

e vaonews.com/english/

¢ smh.com.au

¢ abc.net.au/news/feeds/

e guardian.co.uk/

* breakingnewsenglish.com/
NOTE: The ones in bold letters are for ESL learners

For the listening classes students were expected to take/make notes as they listened, writing paragraphs or
sentences was not accepted. They were encouraged to listen to the item a number of times. Students were
also expected to bring these notes to class with the items title and website address. In the second week of

classes students were allocated one class to demonstrate the procedure and participate in this activity. Every
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week the homework was checked to make sure it was appropriate and completed according to the requirements.

For the reading classes, students were required to read an article from one of the above sites or from their own
source, for no more than 20 minutes. After reading, students were to review what they had read and write at
least 6 collocations from what they had read in the same order. The collocations had to be between 2 to 4
words. Students had to print or copy the article and bring it and the collocations to class. Once again students
were demonstrated the procedure in week 2 and were monitored weekly to make sure they were following

the correct procedure.

Each week 2 students were nominated to present their news stories. In the reading class these 2 students
would write the title of the item and the collocations on the board. The listening class students were only
required to write the title on the board. The other class members in groups had to discuss the titles on the
board and try and guess or tell the story. After, various groups were selected to give their perception of story;
this was used as a pre-listening activity. The two nominated students then had to attempt to retell the items
either using only the collocations for reading or only the notes for listening. Students and teacher asked questions
to clarify information and gain a greater understanding. Once this had finished, each student in their groups

also retold their news articles. This process took about 30 minutes and was conducted for 13 weeks.

Students kept all their articles, notes and collocations in a portfolio. They were asked to bring to every class
and it was marked 3 times during the semester. They were also evaluated in various forms on the content of
these stories. For example, students participated in discussion or writing exams, depending on the requirement

of the course.

(4) Methodology

(4.1) Context and Participants

This research was conducted at a Japanese university that specializes in international studies. All participants
were studying in the Faculty of International relations and are required to undertake English lessons as part
of their degree. Students, even though selected in the highest levels for their majors, varied in levels, the
majority from TOIEC 400 to 550. This, however, didn’t indicate their speaking ability. Three of the classes
were first year students, two of which were reading classes and the other a listening class, all classes having
between 24 to 33 students. The final was a Communication Strategies class with 14 second year students

whose TOIEC scores were on average higher, ranging from 500 to 750.

(4.2) Research Design

A questionnaire was distributed to students at the end of the semester, it contained 12 statements (see appendix
1) regarding their perception of the activity. The questionnaire statements were translated into Japanese to
eliminate any confusion that students might have with them, especially those at lower levels. Participants
responded to the statements on a six-point bipolar scale (Strongly agree, agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree,
disagree, strongly disagree). The questionnaire was administrated in the last week of classes; students were
unable to discuss answers with fellow classmates, however they were under no obligation to participate. No

names or student numbers were required on the questionnaire.



68  [EBRBIGRIFSE

Of the 106 students who participated in the activity 99 completed the questionnaire, 7, for various reasons,

were unable to answer.

(5) Results
Table 1. Number of Statements Answered

Answers| S.1 S.2 S.3 S.4 S.5 S.6 S.7 S.8 S.9 S.10 S.11 S.12
1’s 0 0 3 7 2 1 0 1 1 4 0
2’s 3 19 6 0 1 1 5 6 4
3’s 0 12 2 22 47 40 9 6 4 16 15 16
4’s 8 39 17 41 18 28 40 28 28 36 47 41
5’s 41 32 37 24 5 16 36 36 43 30 25 27
6’s 48 10 41 6 2 6 12 27 21 10 1 10

The above table indicates the number of students who selected each answer for the twelve statements. The

answers are shown along the side and the statements up the top.

Table 2. Percentage of Statements Answered

Answers | S.1 S.2 S.3 S.4 S.5 S.6 S.7 S.8 S.9 S.10 S.11 S.12
T’s 0 2 0 3.1 7.1 2 1 0 1 1 4.1 0
2’s 3.1 3.1 1 2 19.4 6.1 0 1 1 5.1 6.1 4.1
3’s 0 12.2 2 224 48 40.8 9.2 6.1 4.1 16.3 15.3 16.3
4’s 8.2 39.8 | 17.30 | 41.8 18.4 28.6 40.8 28.6 28.6 36.7 48 41.8
5’s 41.8 | 32.70 | 37.8 24.5 5.1 16.3 36.7 36.7 43.9 30.6 25.5 27.6
6’s 49 10.2 41.8 6.1 2 6.1 12.2 27.6 214 10.2 1 10.2

This table shows the percentage of students’ answers for each statement. Once again the answers are in the

left column and the statements are in the top row.

Table 3. Mean and Standard Deviation of the Statements Answered
Answers| S.1 S.2 S.3 S.4 S.5 S.6 S.7 S.8 S.9 S.10 S.11 S.12
Mean 5.378 | 4.286 | 5.173 | 4.010 | 3.010 | 3.694 | 4.490 | 4.837 | 4.776 | 4.214 | 3.876 | 4.235
St. Dev. | 0.725 | 1.045 | 0.862 | 1.040 | 1.030 | 1.078 0.9 0.938 | 0.936 | 1.067 | 1.028 | 0.982

The final table shows the mean of the answers for each statement and the standard deviation. The middle row

being the mean and the bottom row being the standard deviation.

(6) Discussion

In the first statement students were asked to give their view on the usefulness of the activity for language
learners. Of all the statements this one had the most positive results, with 41.8% and 49% of answers for agree
(5) and strongly agree (6) respectively. 49% for strongly agree was the highest percentage for any answer in
the questionnaire. This statement was supported by statement 3 which asked whether participating in this

activity was a good way of learning English. Once again a high percentage of students selected strongly agree
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(41.8%) and agree (37.8%), this statement had the second highest mean of 5.173 and the second lowest standard
deviation (0.862), indicating once again that there wasn’t a large variation in scores. As a matter of fact, of the
98 students who participated in the activity 3% gave a negative agreement answer. These arguments surely
indicate a strong belief by students that the weekly news homework and class exercise that follows it are a

useful educational task-based activity for language learners.

The aspects of language learning that students felt this activity was most useful might be answered in other
various statements. For example, in statements 4, 7 and 11 students on averaged agreed, 4.010, 4.490 and
4.214 respectively. Statement 4, which asked if students thought the activity made it easier for them to speak
in English, and statement 10, asking whether they are better at telling stories in English; both scored in the
low tend to agree. Both these statements have higher standard deviations in comparison to other questions,
showing a variation in answers. These, even though on average have positive answers, do not strongly indicate
why students thought the activity was useful and a good way of learning English, as discussed in the previous

paragraph.

A better indication might come from statement 8. This statement asked whether students learned about cultures
of the world from the weekly news activity. This answer had the third highest average at 4.837, and like
statements 1 and 3 had a low standard deviation. As can been seen in Table 2, only 6.1% of participants
answered in the disagree section of the scale. This information is elaborated by statement 9 which asked if
students are more interested in learning about foreign countries after participating in this weekly exercise.
Almost identical scores are shown, as seen in tables 1, 2 and 3. From this a conclusion could be drawn that
students felt the task-based activity was useful to language learners and a good way of learning English because
of the content they learnt or researched during it. To a lesser extent the language skills they gain were not as
important or influenced by the exercise. Dornyei and Csizer(1998) suggest that using authentic material and
exposing students to the culture of the second language is highly important. Surely the weekly news homework

achieved this, evidently shown in the results of statements 8 and 9.

Another reason why students strongly felt that the activity was useful and a good way of learning English could
be because students had the freedom of choice to select their own topics, the majority selecting the ones they
were interested in; this hopefully creating some form of learner autonomy. Jones (2001) recommends autonomy
as a desirable goal in language learning. This can be assisted by CALL (Computer Assisted Language Learning)
(Little, 1996; Jones, 2001); the weekly news activity is an ideal example. Students were asked if they would
continue on with this content-learning task-based activity. Just over 20% of students disagreed with this
statement, however the majority agreed. Although most of these students selected tend to agree, hopefully a
large amount will continue. Dornyei and Csizer (1998) emphasis a link between motivation and learner autonomy,
maybe the high percentage of motivated students who intend to continue were influenced by this autonomous

learning task.

There were some discouraging results from the questionnaire as well. Students had to communicate their items
in a structured method, either using their notes or the collocations. This might have restricted students’ fluency,
one point that showed up in the questionnaire. For statement 11, did the exercise improve English fluency;

only 1% chose strongly agree. It’s a little difficult to concretely conclude on the mean of this statement as the
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majority of the answers are in the agree section of the scale. However, the mean of the all answers is 3.876,
which is in the tend-to-disagree section. This indicates a variation in scores; which would signify the need for
further research on this topic. For example, to find out if the level of the student affects their fluency during
this activity, or if a particular activity, note taking or collocations, affects the students’ fluency more than the

other one.

(7) Conclusion

In summary, students’ perception of a weekly news task-based activity that was set as homework and completed
in classes was generally positive. As suggested, students seemed to get the most out of the content learning
from the exercise, more so than the language skill effects. As mentioned, this would indicate a greater need
to incorporate content into the language class in Japanese universities. Content that emphasizes foreign cultures
or topics and is chosen by the students themselves. There is a need to improve or investigate the weekly news
activity further to enhance its ability to promote students’ fluency. Whether this involves adapting it to different
levels, using less structure in the spoken component or only using the note taking or collocations activity needs

to be further investigated.
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Appendix 1.

Questionnaire Statements
1. I think doing the weekly news activity for homework is a useful activity for language learners.
I enjoy doing the weekly news activity.
I think participating in the weekly news activity is a good way of learning English.
The weekly news activity helped make it easier for me to speak in English.
Participating in the activity caused me stress.
I would have liked the lessons to include different kinds of activities after doing the homework.
The weekly news activity enlarged my vocabulary.

I learned about cultures of the world from the weekly news activity.

© N g w

I am more interested in learning about other foreign countries after participating in the weekly news
activities.

10. I'm better at telling a story in English after taking this class.

11. The weekly news activity lessons helped me to improve my English fluency.

12. 1 will continue doing this activity to learn English after the semester.
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