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Changes in the Civil Code Provisions on Succession to Ritual Property

Kentaro ONO ™

When a person dies, the issue of inheritance arises, but in Japan, the issue of succession of ritual property
arises at the same time. The problem of succession of ritual property is the question of who will succeed to
the family tree, ritual objects, and tomb of the deceased. In prewar Japan, in principle, only the eldest male
son succeeded to the ritual property. In post-war Japan, due to the amendment of the Civil Code, the ritual
property is succeeded by the one nominated by the decedent. The purpose of this research is to find out why
the Civil Code in prewar Japan stipulated that only the eldest male heir could succeed to the ritual property.
In order to find out the reason, this paper meticulously investigated the legislative process of the Civil Code of
the Meiji era. In this paper, I paid particular attention to the views of Dr. Nobushige Hozumi and examined

his opinions.
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