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Regional Aspects of Japanese American Wartime Experiences:
Crystal City Internment Camp, Texas

Isao TAKEL™

This paper investigates some regional aspects of Japanese American wartime experiences in Texas and the role
of Crystal City Internment Camp as a holding center for Japanese internees from different backgrounds; the great
majority of the Japanese in this particular institution were from outside of the state. Based on an examination
of little-known published records of certain key figures, this article describes the lives and atmosphere within
the camp as well as the wartime relationship between Japanese Texans and Texan Anglos. The study reveals
sharp contrasts in the experiences of Japanese Texans, the Japanese from the West Coast of the U.S, and those
from Latin America. The Japanese Texans were subject to less antipathy from local Anglos due to their small

population size, their contributions to local agriculture, and their compatibility with the local community.
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