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Female’s Distance Toward Social Movement: A Case Study of Taiwan’s Sunflower Movement

Chen IcHEN ™!

This paper examines the female distance toward social movements through a case study of
Taiwan’s Sunflower movement in 2014. This is important because until now it has been argued
that social movement was a male-centered sphere where females are always invisible.

Secondary sources with drawings and visual arts from the archive and interviews with 9
female participants as primary sources were analyzed. This paper discovered that the images
of the female which were created in the social movement space as the symbols of weakness
and tenderness. Furthermore, this paper argued that female participants kept distances
from the center of social movement on their own initiative to go freely back and forth between
their own daily life and social movement space. By focusing on the duality of the discourses of
“female images which are drawn by males” and “female participants’ recognition toward social
movements”, the present states of females in the modern social movement space have been

clarified.

Further research will need to investigate the female participants’ cultural practices in

modern social movements.
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