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Reconsideration of the Life History of Early Twentieth-Century
Japanese Texans in Terms of Social Acceptance and Assimilation

Isao Taker *!

This paper attempts to reconsider the life history of early twentieth-century Japanese Texans
in terms of social acceptance and assimilation. Their intention was to settle down in Texas
primarily to establish large-scale rice farming, and develop a good relationship with local citizens.
Their socioeconomic presence and trustworthiness were most apparent when the 1921 Texas
Alien Land Bill called for an amendment to exempt existing Japanese from ownership or leasing
of agricultural land in the state. This paper suggests that adding the case history of Japanese
Texans to our knowledge would possibly modify our ordinal view of Issei, whose descriptions are
almost always derived from the West Coast of the U.S.
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