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Linguistic analyses of differences in communication between wedded
pairs in Japan and America: Analyses based on the Japanese movie
“Shall We Dance?” and its Hollywood remake

Hideaki OkAwWA ™!

The purpose of this research is twofold. It claims that there are differences in verbal communication
between wedded couples in the Japanese movie “Shall We Dance?” and its Hollywood remake. The Japanese
original depicts the conjugal communication as rather quiet at difficult times, whereas its Hollywood counterpart
depicts the communication as confrontational. This contrast can be perceived in the two versions of the movies,
and this research will attempt to explain this perception by analyzing the related scenes from all linguistic
levels from phonetics to discourse analyses. Another purpose of this research is to analyze dialogues during
similar situations in the Japanese and U.S. movies in question, and to propose a concept related to adjacent pairs

to capture related examples in the dialogues, which are called here “extended adjacent pairs”.
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EOI John Beverly!

E02 Wait a minute.

E03 Wait.

E04 Wait.

EO05 Beverly, how did you know?

E06 Bev Because I hired a detective.

E07 Yeah.

EO08 I thought you were having an affair.

E09 It’s ridiculous, I know.

E10 OK.

Ell Ifeel -~ [ZE3FDE LT TL 5]

% 3% Hey, listen, that was really bad luck.

Don’t worry.
There’s always next year.

E12 Bev  Oh, “there’s always next year.”

E13 Thanks.

El4 Well, I have a whole year to prepare
for it.

E15 John Beverly, please, please ---

E16 Bev No.

E17 John Beverly, can we talk -

E18 Bev  No, there’s nothing to talk about.

E19 John Please.

E20 Will you please stay here ---

E21 Stop. [£2A 9 LT 2FEDHZIED L
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E22 No.

E23 Please, will you talk to me?

E24 Bev If you want to talk, you can start by
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explaining what was it that I just

saw in there.
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couldn’t you?

E30 You just completely left me out.
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E32 You've got to answer that.

E33 John I was ashamed ‘-
E34 Bev  Ashamed of what?
E35 Of dancing?

E36 John Well, no, no---

E37 Bev  Well, then of what?

E38 Of wanting to be happier.
E39 When we have so much.
E40 And it’s not your fault.

(3) b. KERDO KOG : K TOREE

E41 John The one thing I am proudest of in
my whole life is that you're happy
with me.

E42 If I couldn’t, if I couldn’t tell you that
I was unhappy sometimes, it was
because I didn't want to risk hurting
the one person I treasure most.

E43 I'm so sorry.

9, HEMTIEE (BT) OEERIEIZVD
DO, RFARHENDD, KPF AL Tn5
CEEMBIIL TV EIZOWTIZEMT AL
WO BHR TRV E05bh b, W% 2 LIt
BB R FEIC e o TV B Z LKL b b,

—7J5, KRERTIZRIC Y ¥ A RETORKOE
BTG D EXFETIEH S 2123 (Beverly) 25%)
IR A TR Y Y ARl 2B L

Twb,

H K IR O WEIE O & D Y51 OG5 513k D X 9
BRIEBWVH DD Do
(4) HARR

a. HDZRAEL

b. EZHDOXFDH & HY]

c. FRWHTLDOTIIARL, MO KZRT

fif
d. KIGBIFRD BERO R 7w
(5) KER

a. P Z R DR

b. FEEROFWZH KD D

c. RAMHIIL TV Lzith

d. KEPIfRofEzEL3E5
C OFEFIWLM & IR UE, WS TH S,
ZNEEIDLLRLEDOTH S D
DFTIRED L) REBRFNLIMBED L)
R REE PR ICBAER L TR B DA ME T 5o ML
BRI LFW LGS IRETH A H L, kst
(774 AT =587 bUHETH 575, HRTIX
Baa T Ok & IR O 5T % 2 72 WLl O B AR
F 2RI ORA IR Y7250 DT, 20D
BERTHLOWOMEZRETH I 05, HAN
IXEE, FhsEam, aaam, B PRaw - i HEm, WK
AR D DAY (4) & (5) DR E LD X9
WCERT 2D EHENITT 5,

3.2 EHE R

FD IO SCFERN LT A HRAMIBE L 7w
2%, BRI REBNIAARISEEAD Y, Bk
D, L0 EILRIANTEICRL, HRABRHES
Ao <,

TR 513, MO SEEOMEE L R
RETEFNERCRE O R &, Bx RIEES
BOHNDL ML OGNS & 7 B B51Hi T,
2 (2a) & (Ba) DOBEIIKE RERDIAD S
Nb, HRRD (2a) TIF ¥ ARETORDLE
WModht, ZORIIRTRFEMTDONDL L WVHIK
MICHBEINTWE E BN, Rige b
FHIT 2 &5 &, FRICHEE, SF O TOMIE
HT, BhRNEEE o TWh, — T, KE
D (3a) TIRIMFEHEDY ¥ ARETORKEA



K2 I 2= —2 3 YOHREOSHEXNHSH — Wl [Shallwe ¥ v A ? ] #d&il— 5

Ho7ZHBOEEHYTITbNTn 5 &\ ) BREIS
MRS 5%, SR CIXEEEr L, B
BB R R o 72 IR O N BR DD 5
N, 209 H0 121%, FFICHBL 725k = &
BN R RFEORICALNLETHOMEDY - HAR YD

BITH 5,
(6) BrthEH D - ERD
H K
1 J% : Beverly, please, // please -+ [E15]
L 2 . //No. [E16]
% : Beverly, please, // can we talk -
9 [E17]
3 0 | 2% : //No, there’s nothing to talk about.
[E18]
] 9 // Please. [E19]
4 ¢ : T was ashamed // -+ [E33]
3% . // Ashamed of what? [E34]

/IR DY, BEEOEL VN HDH I L ERT
H = HAM, K =RIEh

HAMRCTIEHETOED RE2 ) e BV OITh
L, KREMOGHTRE L7250 TlE 455580
BNTze TOFFMRAET ) & (5) IR R
N EFPIET 5,

b —OOEFMWRMEHIZM L VIR TH
BHo INY, BAT D oikim R BRIEIC o2
SEICHN DD, BEBMTHIROOLNS,

(7) EHFETE ML

H 7N
C g s 3£ If you want to talk,
x: %i?ﬁivb’\{:g you can start by
1 h - explaining what was
[J41]O it that I just saw in
there. [E24]
S (N E AV
9 1ZReD7-A | # : You just completely
72 left me out. [E30]
[J42]
3 3£ : Why didn't you tell
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4 F : You've got to
L answer that. [E32]
5 3% : Ashamed of what?
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16 3% 1 Of dancing? [E35]
7 3¢ : Well, then of what?
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Beverly, please, please
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1 Beverly, please, can we talk

B |1 |5 | [E17]

X Please. [E19]

Will you please stay here

-2 [E20]

Please, will you talk to me?
[E23]
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When we have so much. [E39]
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