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The Ainu People Mabel L. Todd Saw

Junko UMEMOTO

Mabel L. Todd, editor of Emily Dickinson’s Poems, and essayist, visited Japan twice in 1887 and 1896,

accompanying her husband who was the leader of the Amherst Eclipse Expedition to Japan. In 1896, the station

for the observatory was placed in Esashi, Hokkaido. Mabel had a chance to meet the Ainu people there. Mabel,

following the advice of Edward S. Morse, zoologist and anthropologist, actively collected numerous things related

to the Ainu people and their lives, and wrote several essays about them. Her essays were published under the

title of Corona and Coronet in 1899. In this article, I will discuss what she saw and heard from the Ainu people,

and compare it with 7he Unbeaten Tracks in Japan, 1880 written by her predecessor, Isabella Bird.
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