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The Historical Formation and Problems of Nikkeijin Settlements in Bolivia

Chizu Fukul

ABSTRACT

For over 100 years, the Japanese have immigrated to Bolivia. Yet it is only in the postwar era, with the

involvement of the governments of Japan, Okinawa, Bolivia and the United States, that a comparatively large-

scale immigration of Japanese has occurred. In the multiethnic state of Bolivia, postwar Japanese immigrants
have principally settled in two places in the outskirts of Santa Cruz: from 1954, Japanese immigrants from
Okinawa and their offspring established Colonia Okinawa; and from 1955, immigrants from mainland Japan
established Colonia Japonesa San Juan. Although settling in the same region, the different origins of the

immigrants has contributed to the formation of two distinct Japanese Bolivian communities. My article compares

the development of both communities. It shows how each has adapted to Bolivian society, and how in recent

years native Bolivians increasingly mix, live and work in both these Japanese communities.
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