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Lafcadio Hearn’s Reception of “Clarimonde” by Théophile Gautier

Junko UMEMOTO

Abstract: Théophile Gautier was one of Lafcadio Hearn’s favorite French writers, and greatly influenced
Hearn’s own writing from the newspaper articles he published in New Orleans to the later Japanese stories
he retold. In particular, he was fascinated by Gautier’s short story “La Morte Amoureuse.” Hearn translated it
himself into English with the title of “Clarimonde,” the name of Gautier’s female vampire protagonist. He adored
Romuald, the priest in Gautier’s tale who falls in love with Clarimonde, and was taken by the story’s theme of
a love stronger than death. In some of his own stories, notably “The Fountain of Gold,” “The Dead Love,” "A
Passional Karma,” and “The Story of Ito Norisuke,” Hearn created similar protagonists fatefully bound to ghostly

lovers. In this article, I discuss a number of such protagonists who Hearn portrays as never afraid of ghostly

lovers and who were willing to sacrifice themselves for love.

1. [ZCHIC

57 h 574 % « »n—1 (Lafcadio Hearn, 1850~
1904) X, ERLTANA A MDY V¥ F T4 T
REAIEZ RO TLLR, RICB VALV DT
FM=2—F =1 Y X THHHLE L L TOIFE
ZhelT 7z SERIICHIRERIMIC S B AR BT
TenWZ ENRTEL L) BRBPMBIOTF,. 20
RMHENEER, HERUREICE T2 TR
(L ZIChbbDEhoTniz, FTH, X
FEROEBHOILESBI L2 & OO
REGHBTH S,

Za—F =YX, o7 A A0 & X
B, 19MKMEE TIE7 S Y AHTH - 72
IN= VWA LTZZ A, EADEL T T VR
RDOTVF—=NVEMIENDENL DD, 7T VA
ORI HRHEEE S ME RIS TBY, 7 VA
YAEDZERZ N LI TEELLNRLAETH -

7eo DN ZTI2HE NS 7 7 ¥ AFEICHAET
Holen—rid, 79 Y ALFEZERL, BET
B2 LICVELAZDOTH D, N— VIR ON
v F x v - 21— (Beongcheon Yu) &, 18824
ZHo TN—VOEMEMNET HEEETHITEH
EhbLWOEWIHR, ZOEZEF, TFT 4N -
I —J = (Théophile Gautier, 1811-72) @ [~
LA DT O—T, 75 ICXIHIERE] (One
of Cleopatra’s Nights and Other Fantastic
Romances, 1882 ZOH%IiE [7 VAN FD—
"] EFES) L 6D O 7 B K 2 JEER I
L 724ETHh - 720

Tl ¥, ZoEMEOHMAIN— I8 5
TR L ZEZ ONLDH, TORIZONVWTA
LA L7z DBDON— Y F 2T B R,
b WICEERDOIEE &) 1T, ZOERDE
7o L72BRIIKREV, WDIEIN— Y OFHIER %
EATAI Loz b THD, N— vk



20 [EBRBIARA IR ZE AR (B3T4)

WZOWTRELRFITOIZDY EHoTwiZE
3% < OB AR T 5 & 2 A72H, Jicfith
a1—lt, FOLD ho— R ROBHIE L7
DORIT—F72L35, FRIZ, [Z7 VAT D
—K] O [FmHEN] LT BFLT/H— DR
TeT—F IIRT HEHlICEH L7z [T—F =
FERICLTHIZE TH Y #elT 72, BHOTEmD T
ZTNOR=VIIRETH Y, KXy T7 A3
DEFZOL O, KiTFE 221900
W BVERL B S otz [ LIXTHE S
51 ZEEHOTVWIANERTH D] D) n—
YOIT—F 2 PJFFOLEN ZWY LiF - —1d,
T—F 2B e LZREZ 35, 720 N—
VREFEOHFTRER TR, WRTHY OD)7:
EHnoTng O

EHLIEEHROMTH, T—F 2D %]
RN N — VIEB L 720 SRl D W TR D
HIZRE A, N— 2 & 5T O ORI
& ME O SCAER E EAR T 720 O —FOFEER
ThHhollb Wz b1ELH, T ROANED D
WZIREILTHEBRL R NIER SR W—DDE
BETH o720 FICHARTOLHERENIC BT, #
FEMOHEZ DA REZ B L7z — 12
EoT HIREIMr 2 ETELALEHKT LU
EhHolzt vz Lo,

EBE [ VAR TO—K] OFRLOHRLS
9, 18824EH 5 3EIINIT TORKARHAIZH
Tlhen—VEMIIZ, 79 Y ALFORFRICE T
BEERBICHER PR )b, N—r O R
Jed—F = OFEFUWEROFH & &b Lo HMIZH
WT, TORZIZE T SO0 H 5 —777T, #t4
DLl vk v, 18824EH L BAEITHIT T
DY xza—2x A v— b (Jerome A. Hart) £\ 9
AN, b L<iEw =45 F - K= (Wayland
D. Ball) filfi & v ) Bk E L Xb Lz E @ OIZE A
EXERE IS D AEEE E 7o TV A,

T, ToEMICIE [7vF b F70—%#]
WM L72T =2 v b A Z DR AR 2
LT S| ZZIF T BRI b S5
LBER->TWDLIEEZLE) DI, N—VHHIC
Lo T, FNBD 2o TEDPY) THDH EIRX
TV YT —F EmO [E— 3Vl DR

BT =T b AW 2w E 2 AED, FO
I BRELOTEVHELZVWTWE Z R L,
N=YDRARIIRE RV, ThEwInd, 75
YALFORREROPIIE, HECAEHETTLT
MIIZZ EDUF 728 W) REED D - 72, 1T A2
b, MK LI TSI THIRICZ &2 5 F
TIO6IEII Ep Doz EDNLTVWE, 2DdH
7202h. ZOMRRIIHT BN — v DOESAA
BRELUOBNLEEVWZ L7259,

IRNY—F L. 74 A= [7T2A) W
D5 7Hh5F 4% - nN—2] (Lafcadio Hearn's
American Days, 1922) T, N— V3R E W)
BT, XFENOHLEHMEASELILEL TS
A BUSASH 72D 1d T —F = HWRMN TH % B AER
THol22oThY. N— v OFRUOMET
Fawvi v, b L= VY2HSOATTHARL
9 b 0% SRS D Wz h &) hE BRI L
TWAEDTH 72,0

b —i, BROEOM EICHE TS LIEE
AFTHHWVD, T—F o EME7 2 A A%
FANGNLDNERDLE, TTIIMNILHIZ
ETNEHICHETLIERO D722 &=
ZRERTZL)TH D, BREDT AV AN, T4
J M) THIOETINVICEAENTWZEHZFD
—W7E ot —BlEHTD L, MW EWREEE
WL KRG — - 75 - K— (Edgar Alan Poe,
1809-49) . AERIEIABTHY, TAY ALY
75 v ATOFMDED - 720 FHREOFEZ I
W LU72 X9 EmpSIE S 25l 2 520 % 121, 24
ROT A AFELZEPAL TR olcond
L7\,

N=2E, R—Offifid VWERLEDTEY,
RO E RO EHE 2 - 7291121k, K=o
B DTz L o TWh, Y V¥ F T4
26 X <amenTns [K] (Raven) 12Nz
[ 77— V] (Ghoul BEZEHIWR)TDELWVIHIZ
THEFETRENRY A —2% b HEIRIZMHEH L Tw
722 ML LT N—=UAREEOEENZ & Sbi
5Zl%, MAOFEZBRT HLLBEHNTE
CZEDPMOND, TABN—VD, T—=F D
KIBUNRICE L2 Fi o 720 b Bk b Wi b
b LNV, EOR—VHidH TOEMTIE



FGIATAF - N—vDIT—=F = [7FVEV V] OZHEEZD->T 21

[T—F £ BT FDOFIROAIZRE TIE WA FSE
e RBMEMRRIL Lt L e 5 _EANWYZL®
EBRRTWLZERLLTH, N—VDIERITH
FEEAAABELONEEASH, Lrd ol
&l L TR b8l & LERA, 20’k
=V DLERE L TONEIIY LD L8 %
527-0THo720

BRI, BOR—GmITHE, T—F o IZBL
TOHHRFTEKRFZOFERTMN T D, N—rD
WA E R A DEFED—DDHEIL, [7TF VR
o~ vy ERICHET SHEMR] (“Note on Some
French Romantics”) & 3 % L9235 5,
T—F L ZEWDZODZENZEZ, ¥V TTIC
E%‘E‘uﬁf‘iﬁ%ﬁ‘o 7228, RO HBIRTH - 72

v SCEFATHT T B EHI B B VI EE 1 R IR IS
?a‘l,f TR & LTk, B2 B 3Dz L kX
TWwhk, TOREMKFIELT 275 Y EY F
(“Clarimonde”) ZHUY EF, [WRILEOYEE T
FELDIEN T A RGR L LJRIRBICE S, KT LI
ZDIMEBED 72020 > TRDE] EWNEZBI
LTWd, ARREALVEEE, T—F = 25K
LWElIZ L2 B L TwbDTH D, Efffich
WTh, I—F fEmE LTRICA> TS 5D
(pet stories) LT, [ZFVEVF] & [TV
7oVt IT | CELLTWE, 51T, 1832
FIZ (7 VAR TO—1K] LB HIEMEICH)
DTEYG L7510y F] A&, 18994E121F
TLyy—Ifhon—ViR [750)FYF] &
BT L HMoERE LTH RSN T2 L
Iz %o

KT 79 )EFY F] OFERZEHIZ
N—=UBEOFREB L TMAEZHEL, Tha k
DEHICHCDOEMIZTE P L72D D% AT L,
IR THAH & D [F] hhiThsr L%
ALNBHY, N—CDIDOERDE S 2 HIET
TERLHENTH o7z Z LT, [FIIE LD
Wl b LR [BROE] Lwv) T—<id, N—
YHEOEMAEDO LT, RAEFERT L LI
BolzOTHb, FRlZ, =a2—F—1 ¥ Ao
fEmiZE EE BT %< ZDHRDHATOEM
WCBWTH, TEHHTEIZZDOTF—<IIMHY K
LERENTEZ, 22T, THIZHENST HN—

MNERERATHIEICE), NV DENT S
[Z] Lol 0rEERYT 5, 72,
ZNERBRC, T—F =9 HHRA OB EN R
AN, B L IIBEY ZREAND DD IZD
WTHEZTHRIZVWERS,

2. [7Z5VEVKR] 2¥>T

IN= VPR THRL 727213 T <. BH5D
PEMIZHIND A ) EER B L) IR BT LE
Z\ 720, TN k5T, B LW
MELoBRHNT, T—=F2D [ 77 EY
K|l ThHb, TOfEMIZ 18364FEIC [7 0=
7« KXV ] 5 (La Chronique de Paris) &
W) HERE I AR S 7z Y 90 i, “La Morte
Amoureuse” ([FELX D] Th o7z, 7272,
1850 4E I HIRE I B OITICT—F = A HIT &
0 Wi L o 2e N D 441§ T & % “Clarimonde”
WESNZEDZETH D, N—VDRERT
X, ¥4 MVid“Clarimonde” ([7 7V E ¥ K))
Lo Twh, TOEmMIE. TTHIR—T D
WDz, FhoT—F fEmE & HIZ [7 L4
NETDO—K] EVHEDOL LIZELDLENT,
N=UIZE D [REN] LT 53 L TEROH
HEOFTHRE Nz,

COWEREO FEIE, BERE O FHE R RIA
#THEVIDDOTH S, BMIIHE R ERRE

DIBNTIRIM IR & D&M 2 2 L& & v ) ZHAEE DS
N B o BBRITTEEMICIZ K > TRIMBDOEA
FPNTZZ LX) HEIMHFORDIEARZ A
0. I & DKEDFNNZ MR B Z &R 5B,
L2 L. BHPMNEENTMLE ro72dh & T
Sz BIEERE S SN A~DORE % 5
BB ETELRVTVARETB AN TV S,

YA MVERST27 TR FEAFEL R
HE TV IEEMER. JEL 705300 &
otz BUHENRIEBEZ HIETOLATVE
EV)HET, TOFEPHEEVLOL, HFO
ST, HAEHOHSEWIMAOEZ HET 5 L&
WIERE Lo TWwd, T—F 2 DV 7-BRkE
OTEERIR, Py Ry U H— (CEAK) %
THEILEmTHY, EICR72DIEF



22 [EBEBIRRAIREZEAE . (3T4)

AV DOET.A. &7~ (Ernst Theodor Amadeus
Hoffmann, 1776-1822) DfEmEt D2 & TH 5, %)
AEMZRETLE FA VDR T ICT—F =B
WIS L T 7223 kD X9 Bl S H S
NPTHb, PLELSRBN, k7~ I—F=
EWVIHIND, N— Y DENEICED > TETWVS
EEZLNDLDTHNT 5,

IR L, T—F = OFIFEMNSE Wi Zg o
Bl FERTZS9VEYF] ZZD%4 LT
A>TW5) DFHT, x7~<r0 [+
Wesl OMMEMANORBE IR 5. T2, ¥
ABETE [HRNRRELTOTF 74 )L - T—
Fr] LETLHLT, [RT IR T2HE
BT EZAD. BHOOEMOBL AL T
Vil (27 FOLERRE) 2L, K7
R UOBGNY LR CAT T2 ] 02 Lk
RTW5h, T=F2DFTI IO EHNIT,
(79 VEY ] 2RBELE2HHD18364F8
HUHIZ, I—=F 2 HED [F 72 DLH/N
BIZOWT] LELT [7u=y s - F -]
IR LMmICAD 5N T 5,

ZONH, IT—=Fzid, AT7vroZtE
[HMRTHY, FFATHY, TEEXTLH LM
. IRTERE, R, EEL ) ZEO R
HELZL]IW LRRTVWE, T—F2HHD
HMEEBIBLI-ZEDRDHo7T NG, ATV
DPEA YA VICHEE TR /-8 7EA9,

ZDEH) B T—F 2 OERFRIZHE VD AN %E
Fio Twion—ig, icdfiins Ea~l &
L2 XT, I—F DR L ThHELZ L
2P L7l 2 RO X9 ICHT 5,

Gautier was an artist in the common
acceptation of the term, as well as a poet
and a writer of romance; and in those
pleasant fragments of autobiography
scattered through the Histoire du
Romantisme we find his averment that at
the commencement of the Romantic
movement of 1830 he was yet undecided
whether to adopt literature or art as a

profession; but, finding it “easier to paint

with words than with colors,” he finally
decided upon the pen as his weapon in the
new warfare against “the hydra of
classicism with its hundred peruked

heads.” ¥
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---All communication between our souls and
our bodies is henceforth forever broken.
Adieu! Thou wilt yet regret me!” She
vanished in air as smoke, and I never saw
her more.

Alas! She spoke truly indeed. I have

regretted her more than once, and I regret
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her still. My soul's peace has been very
dearly bought. The love of God was not too

much to replace such a love as hers. ™
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I have kept thee long waiting, dear
Romuald, and it must have seemed to thee
that I had forgotten thee. But I come from
afar off, very far off, and from a land
whence no other has ever yet returned.
There is neither sun nor moon in that land
whence I come --- and nevertheless behold
me here, for Love is stronger than Death

and conquer him in the end.?”
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The idea of love after death has been
introduced by Gautier into several beautiful
creations, sometimes Huffmanesquely,
sometimes with an exquisite sweetness
peculiarly his own. Among his most
touching poems, there is a fantastic, —Zes
Taches Jaunes,— so remarkable that I
cannot refrain from offering a rude

translation of it. 1®
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Never before — not even in what time
she lived —had O-Tsuyu appeared so
beautiful; and Shinzaburo felt his heart
drawn towards her with a power almost
resistless. But the terror of death and the
terror of the unknown restrained; and there
went on within him such a struggle
between his love and his fear that he
became as one suffering in the body the
pains of the Sho-netsu hell. @
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--he was too selfish to give up even one
miserable existence for the sake of the girl
that came back to him from the dead. Then

he was even more cowardly than selfish. ?®
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