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Policy Process of Reauthorization of ESEA under Obama
administrations: the character of Federalism

Nagamine KOSAKU

This paper considers policy process of reauthorization of ESEA (Elementary and Secondary Education Act)
under Obama administrations. In 2002, ESEA was reauthorized as NCLB (No Child Left Behind Act). NCLB was
funded until 2007, thus it should had been to reauthorize in 2007. Although reauthorization discussion has begun
since 2006 Congress, NCLB has not reauthorized even in 2014.

Both Democratic and Republican party could not agree with the reauthorization bill. But beyond the political
disagreement, Obama administrations proposed the competitive grants Race to the Top’ to support state that
agree with federal education reform agenda. Federal government has tried to affect the education reform
agenda by new way.

This paper considers the meaning of this policy strategy and the problem thorough the distinguish character

of United States Education system “federalism”.
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