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William Petty’s Political Arithmetick and Taxation Theory

Katsumi YOSHIDA

William Petty was of great importance as a writer and thinker during the 1600s in England. His main

published works on taxation were A Treatise of Taxes and Contributions(1662)and Verbum Sapienti(1691). In

these books he described taxation very developmentally and systematically.

Petty also described the role of taxation for the economic growth and modernization of England in Political

Arithmetick(1690). His opinions on taxation had a great impact on latter economists such as Adam Smith.

Our concerns here are Petty’s opinions on taxation in Political Arithmetick.
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