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(About a legislation process and the judicial precedent concerning about Article 718 of Civil Code)

Kentaro ONo

The possessor of an animal shall be liable to compensate for the damages that the animal has inflicted on

others. Article 718 of Civil Code is a regulation about such a problem. It is not only the possessor of the

animal but the person who manages the animal on behalf of the possessor shall also assume the liability. If the

possessor of the animal proves himself managing the animal with reasonable care according to the kind and

nature of the animal, he will avoid the responsibility for reparations. This paper investigates the legislation

process of this article. Furthermore, studies the judicial precedent about this problem. By analyzing the judicial

precedent of about 70 cases, it has recognized that the responsibility of the possessor of an animal is strict.
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