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Jaspers and Arendt —Centering around “Eichmann in Jerusalem”—

Akihiko HIRANO

Hannah Arendt was one of the most distinguished political and philosophical theorists of the United States in

the 20™ century. She studied not only traditional, but also modern European philosophy in Germany under the

influence of two leading philosophers, Martin Heidegger and Karl Jaspers, before World War 1I.

In this paper, first of all, I attempt to show a difference of the idea of “evil” between “The Origins of

Totalitarianism” and her report on “Eichmann in Jerusalem”. Secondly, I will clarify the mutual exchanges

and influences in Jaspers' and Arendt’'s thoughts on crime and evil especially centering around her report on

“Eichmann in Jerusalem”. Finally, introducing an outline of his manuscript of “Hannah Buch”, I will point out

how Jaspers evaluates the total character of Arendt’s thoughts.
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