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hOY hKZE (BFH)

On stepping into Canada, I heard several languages
that might or might not have been someone’s
mother tongue. Though English is the universal
language nowadays, it doesn’ t mean everyone
has a good command over it or needs to speak it.
still remember the first moment when I was taken
aback by how diverse a country can be. Not only
was [ startled by that, I was also motivated by it.
Ever since my study abroad, I have added one more
goal to my learning: To think about my own value
as a Japanese in a country like Canada.

I had been feeling inferior to the majority of
non-Japanese people I met especially in terms
of international relations. I acknowledge my
past feelings may sound a little strange since
the Japanese media has long been casting a
spotlight on the more positive side of our country.
Nevertheless, as many of us may admit, we often
fail to adjust to the ‘international cultural standard’.
Let us think about our university classes, for
instance. Apart from the language barrier, we
Japanese tend to be modest and avoid putting
forward our own ideas. Whereas we consider
this kind of behavior to be a sophisticated virtue,

Welcome party for exchange students in September

BEFEENDXAYy -

Immersion in a multicultural country
EEHEZRE HE £A

Westerners would hardly ever see it that way.
Rather, they are far more likely to take these
practices as representations of self-indulgent
modesty, or as a lack of experience or willingness.
Not knowing the difference, Westerners often
get us wrong, and this misunderstanding can
discourage their motivation to collaborate with us
Japanese. Unfortunately, [ was sometimes pulled
out, this bad habit during my classes in Canada
and so I can confirm how true my observation is.
In many cases, including mine, this occurs because
we are afraid of making mistakes. Yet, one thing I
learned transformed this perspective: No one cares
about your English ability!

In a country like Canada, mutual intelligibility is
fundamental. As long as you can make yourself
understood, whatever English accent you have or
however limited vocabulary you repeat, you are
all set to go. People will find you interesting as
a Japanese for your positive characteristics, and
your knowledge and experience of Japan, not for
your level of English. By the end of my student
exchange, I found this practice matters the most,
internationally.
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