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I had a dream of joining the Teaching Internship Program
(TIP) from when I was a high school student. My time with
TIP at Devon Intermediate School in New Zealand was the
best of all of my memories, and it was more worthwhile
and awesome than I had expected. I will be an English
teacher in Japan after I graduate from this university
because of my strong desire to work in education. I' d like
to explain why I' d love to recommend TIP with examples
of my experiences in New Zealand.

First, I could observe and take part in an overseas
classroom during my stay there. This was a very precious
experience for me. It made me think about how I could
become a good teacher. I could learn the differences
between education in Japan and New Zealand. Each
country has some good points and some bad ones in their
educational system. I still don’ t know the answer to what
is the best form of education, but I think I do know learning
about the education in other countries and their methods
of teaching will help me to become a better teacher. In
common, I think observation is important. I have learned
that from the classes on the teaching course at this
university. Through TIP, I found it is very important for
teachers to closely observe their students because they
are involved in the growth of their students. I think it is
necessary to know each student’ s character, abilities and
problems by observing them closely. By doing this, and
practicing self-reflection, they will also help me to become a
better teacher.

Next, I found it is very important for teachers to build
a good relationship with their students. Students always
helped me, talked to me and spent time with me when I
was not working, for example, during morning tea time,
lunch time and breaktime. Students were very friendly to
me and some always came to me to spend time together.
We talked about Japan and I was able to give some advice
to students who wanted to go to Japan. We also took
pictures and played sports such as soccer and dodge ball.
In New Zealand, people consider Maori and its culture to
be very important, so things related to the Maori are used
in their daily life. At Devon Intermediate School, they have
time each week to practice Maori performance. I joined
it several times to experience Maori culture. I met one
student who disliked Japan and Japanese people. I thought
she didn’ t like me. However, she acted differently with

BFREEND—S

Devon Intermediate School (New Zealand)
SOERARS - 20184 7 H30H~ 9 H16H

My Awesome TIP
EfEHEER RFE BF

me. She made time and came and talked to me before I left
the school in a friendly manner. I hope I have helped her
to change her mind a little. On my last day, lots of students
came to talk to me, gave me letters, presents and big hugs,
and we cried together. One student said to me “You were
like a real teacher.” I was really moved. I had many lovely
moments with the students. This taught me I could build
good relationships with students and hopefully have a good
influence on them.

Finally, I realize that it gives great pleasure to teachers to
watch students’ growth. I think this is the most attractive
point to being a teacher. On my first day at Devon
Intermediate School, a new Chinese girl entered the school.
She and the regular students became very friendly. She
also liked me very much. She couldn’ t speak English at
all, so we always used Google translate to communicate.
However, she gradually tried to speak English. I spent
only seven weeks with her, but I could see that she was
very intelligent and her communication ability grew a lot.
This taught me that I wanted to be a teacher who can
contribute to the growth of students.

Through my experience on TIP, I was able to achieve
goals and make new ones, including how to realize ideal
images for my future career. I really enjoyed TIP and my
time at Devon Intermediate School, but it was not all fun.
Sometimes I felt frustrated, but I believe this was very
useful and necessary for my future as a teacher. I hope
the students who I met in New Zealand will come to Japan
someday. It would be a wonderful experience for them.
These are the reasons why I really recommend all students,
especially students on the teaching course, to try TIP.

Group photo in front
of blue wall

The last day at Devon
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