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Fall 2011

My Experience In Mishima, Japan

Steven Nicholas Gerogianis

My time in Mishima, Shizuoka, Japan was truly
valuable and | will never forget it. | had a really
great time here and met so many wonderful
people. At the moment, before | depart, | reflect
on all the things | did. | put together a birthday
party for a really good friend. | celebrated peoples
birthdays with other exchange students by
taking them out to dinner. | bought a bicycle and
tried to assimilate into Japanese culture and |
would go to the Onsen “Gokurakuyu™ every week
if I could. Almost every day in my apartment |
would cook rice and put a piece of fish on top of
it, or I would make Ramen and chop up Cabbage
to put into it. The cabbage helped to absorb
the spicy pepper powder that | would so often
put into the ramen while it cooked. Every day |
would study Japanese for at least two hours,
but even so the final exam | had in Japanese
was difficult. Even more things have | done, but |
should discuss another topic: The Japanese way
of helping others.

My Japanese teacher really cared about me
and helped me at any chance that she could.
She took me to the library and helped me get
my Library card. She gave our class separate
printouts in order to help us better understand
Japanese Grammar. Likewise the CIELD office
had great patience with me and really put the
effort to help me out, and even introduced me
to the Greek Ambassador to Japan, which was
a great honor. Another teacher set up a group
excursion to Nirayama, a neighboring town.
This allowed us the opportunity to make Mochi.
Everyone went above and beyond to ensure that
| had an enjoyable time here.

Another wonderful experience | had was the

time | went to Ishinomaki to volunteer for the
victims of the Tsunami that hit there March 11,
2011. Though | only spent three days there, it
made a big impression on me, more than | can
ever forget. And finally, | fell in love. It doesn’t
matter with who, names are not important, what
is important was that | really connected with
someone here in a special way that | have not
connected with in many years. It is a sad thing
that | am to leave Japan but it is my time to
go, and | will never forget the kindness and the
experiences that | had here in Mishima. My aim
is to enter a Japanese graduate school, and
because of this experience, | believe | can fulfill
that dream. | wish everyone remaining in Japan
the best of luck, and hope they can understand
how valuable it was seeing Mishima Taisha
and Mount Fuji every day. | recommend this
location to anyone looking to enrich their lives
with friendly people and caring people who are

interested in your well-being.
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Spring 2011

Study Abroad near Mt.Fuji

Andrew Vo

Being able to have another chance at studying
abroad in Japan was a great honor. When | first
decided to study abroad, | felt that one semester
would have been enough experience for me to
study and experience a different culture. | was
wrong. Nearing the end of my first semester,
| felt that | have not experienced enough of
Japanese culture. | was always around other
English speaking exchange students and was
not exposed enough to everyday Japanese
culture. From that, | decided to go see if | was
able to stay for one more semester. Luckily,
| was able to, and this time | was placed in a
more country side of Japan, which was such a
surprise to me. In order for me to go to a city
with tall skyscrapers, | would have to travel at
least two hours. However, from my dorm room
| was able to view Mt. Fuji, a very spectacular
sight when waking up in the morning and walking
to school. The sight of Mt. Fuji on the way to
school never failed to put me to peace, unless
Mt. Fuji was covered by clouds. | am glad that
| decided to join the English Speaking Society
(ESS) where | made many Japanese friends that
were interested in learning about my culture and
sharing culture in return. | made many wonderful
memories with these students, and | will never
forget them. | believe that | matured a great
deal ever since | came to Japan. Before | came
to Japan, my life was very dependent on my
parents. Now, | am able to depend on myself and
the things that | have to do. Coming and living
in Japan, | have learned from many mistakes that
| made. | was able to obtain great understand of
Japanese culture, language, and politics through
my time in Japan. If one does not put effort into

immersing oneself into another culture, then they
will never be able to fully understand that culture,

or any other culture.

Me at Mishima Grand Shrine
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~ Amazing Memory at St. Norbert College ~
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I'm Mina Otsuka. I'm 4th grade now. It was the
first time | went to the United States. | went
to Wisconsin where St. Norbert College last
August. Since went to the United States, | had
experienced so many things. This study abroad
experience was so exciting and amazing. | made
a lot of friends not only from America, but from
all over the world.

Of course, talking with my friends was very
useful for improving my speaking skills, and |
learned about many cultural differences and
religions. | had never thought about my religion
seriously when | was in Japan. However, | had
many chances to study religion while | was here.
Every Thursday, | discussed Christianity at my
friendship family house. Also, | often talked
about Islam with my Saudi friends. When | had
these discussions, | was a bit ashamed because
| didn’t know much about my religion, even
though | am sure that | am a Buddhist. It was a
good chance to think about my culture. | should
have studied more about Japanese culture and
religion.

| was also surprised by football. | didn't know
that football is so important in the United
States. At first | was not interested in football
at all. In Japan, soccer is much more popular
than football. So, | didn't know that Green Bay
has such a strong team. But | watched almost
all the Packers’ games this winter, because my
friendship father really loves Packers, and now
| am also a big fan of the Packers. Of course |
bought Packers T-shirts and sweat shirts after
the Super Bowl.

| hope | can come back to the United States
in the near future. | am starting to do some job-

hunting now. | hope | can get an international job
because | think it will give me an opportunity to
come back to the United States.

Last but not least, | want to say thank you
very much to my family, teachers, tutors, friends,
and friendship family: Brandon and Carrie.

college TD\ AT &
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| obtained it because of the France going abroad to study

ERSEER 2%F
St B2fE

| studied abroad at the west catholic
university located in France in this February. At
the beginning, everything was so inconvenient
to me because of the culture and the lifestyle
which are different from those of Japan. I've
been surprised by many things such as the
routine of French people and towns, flow of the
time, value. The most surprising thing is the way
they act. They all are surprisingly friendly, when
| have a trouble, they always help me and even
think for the solution with me."Very shocking”
| would say, since this is very rare to happen in
Japan. Shortly, my mind turned to very calm, and
| could get used to the life in France.

To talk about their kindness, | must mention
about the donation campaign for the big
earthquake of Japan. When the earthquake
struck, we wished to do something for people
in our motherland, so we gathered some
Japanese who are currently in France and
looked for something we can do. We knew
there aren’'t many we can do, but we couldn’t
just sit around with a sum in our mouth. This is
how we started the donation campaign. Once
it's started, the response was amazing. | used
the word “amazing” which was exactly right, it
was amazing. Many people pained attention to
the campaign, and most of them donated and
encouraged us. Some shops volunteered to set
a donation box in their establishment, some
strangers talked to us to say that they were
warried about in the middle of the street. It was
amazing. Yes, | must agree that the earthquake
changed me. My point of view about my mother
country “Japan’, the way it exist to me, they
all changed. Because | never got out of Japan,

| never thought of Japan from outside, as one
country in the world.

6 months is short. Maybe long | don't know.
But it was long enough to see the good things
and bad things of France, of course those
of Japan also, long enough to get my value
influenced. When you study abroad, you don’t
only learn the language, but also polish your
sense and your real self. When you study
abroad, you don't only learn the language,
but also polish your sense and your real self, |
believe as | experienced. | understand it's hard
to study abroad because of those paper works
and the finances, but | strongly recommend you
to do so before your student life ends. | want
you to do so, experience, feel and be impressed.
Because this 6 months has developed myself
and will be the last thing | would forget.

SHAHRET v T —
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